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one-third as strong as their better trained, better armed, and more
mobile enemy with superior air power to help him, and it
was not surprising that they were more than once within an ace
of destruction. The fall of Rangoon, depriving our Burma army
of any hope of reinforcement or support, and China of her only
link with the outer world, was the decisive point of the campaign ;
but thanks to the efforts and sacrifices of General Alexander and
his men, the greater disaster of a Japanese invasion of an unpre-
pared India was averted.

VIII.   DISASTERS IN LIBYA AND THE PACIFIC
At the beginning of May, 1942, therefore, the Japanese held all
the eastern coast line of the Indian Ocean from the northern front
of Burma to the eastern tip of Java ; her fleet, superior at sea,
threatened India and Ceylon, and her submarines might at any
moment be found at large in the waters off the east coast of Africa,
through which all our convoys using the Cape of Good Hope route
to the Middle East and India had to pass. This threat necessitated
the occupation of Madagascar to prevent it being used in collusion
with the Vichy French as a possible base for their activities. A
small expeditionary force of three brigades, under General Sturges,
was therefore sent with the task of occupying the chief port,
Diego Suarez at the north end of the island. It effected a double
landing on either side of the peninsula on which the town stood
on May 5. After a temporary check before the hostile defences on
the peninsula, an opportune diversion against the hostile rear by a
Marine party landed from a destroyer in the harbour itself caused
the collapse of the French resistance and the surrender of Diego
Suarez and by May 8 all fighting had ceased. Unfortunately the
Vichy authorities co-operated with our administration so half-
heartedly that the complete conquest of the island had to be
undertaken in the following autumn so as once for all to put an
end to the activities of the Japanese submarines which were known
to be covertly using it as a base of operations.
General Platt in mid-September began a triple offensive with
the aQth Brigade and the 22nd East African Brigade, landed at
Majunga on the west coast, while a third column of South African
troops moved southwards from Diego Suarez on Majunga. Only
at Majunga was there any serious resistance and on September 14,
the garrison of the island asked for our armistice terms, which,
however, proved unacceptable. After its first disembarkation at
Majunga, the 29th Brigade was re-embarked and sent round and
landed again on the east coast at Tamatave to co-operate in the
capture of Tananarive, the capital, which fell on the 23rd. The